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Is this the end of the road?
IT’S A SUNNY Monday evening in
June 2001 and over five hundred
people have gathered in St. Mary’s
church hall in Prittlewell, concerned
by the Yellow Advertiser’s headline
the previous week: “Bulldozers
battle for Priory Park” as Southend
Borough Council threatens to build a
road over part of Priory Park.
Council cabinet member for
transport, Roger Weaver struggles to
respond to his hostile audience and
Anna Waite loses her temper.

rivaled Sutton Hoo in significance, but benefit the Council claimed the scheme
still the Council persisted with their plan would bring.
to cover it in concrete.
Undeserved award
Public Inquiry
Later in 2006, Southend Borough
A month later, a Public Inquiry looked Council won the Current Archaeology
into the scheme and the Inspector was Developer-funded Archaeology Award,
most unimpressed by the Council’s which apparently goes to whoever finds
attempts to thwart those opposing the the most impressive archaeological site
scheme. Initially, they had not provided to bury under a road.
microphones in the Council Chamber One evening in January 2007, the
desks for the objectors to be heard. The Council organised a private function at
Inquiry was suspended in order for Prittlewell Priory to celebrate this
them to be provided. There were also award. A hundred protesters arrived
several instances where reports were uninvited, a number of whom got into
provided by the Council only minutes the event to enjoy the rich spread
before they gave evidence, giving the provided by Waitrose catering at council
opposition no time to prepare.
tax payers’ expense.
Nevertheless, the Inspector’s report, A month later, over 250 protesters
p u b l i s h e d n e a r l y a y e a r l a t e r , arrived to attend the Council Meeting,
recommended in favour of the scheme. with live coverage of the protest on BBC
Despite this, though, no money was London News. There were so many
forthcoming - that was a decision for the people that fire regulations prevented
Government Offices for the East of them all from getting in to the Council
England (GO-East).
Chamber.
During all this time, the estimated cost of The Mayor’s Ball, on 12th May, provided
the road scheme had been rising rapidly another opportunity to remind the
and by the Spring of 2006 it had reached Council of how unpopular the Priory
£21m. At six times the original cost and Crescent road scheme is and a sizable
more than double the figure of £9.4m group of protesters gathered outside the
presented to the Public Inquiry, this Cliffs Pavilion in fancy dress, some of
Continued overleaf...
effectively wiped out the £12m cost

Three months later and the Council was
already back-tracking and looking for
alternatives. Weaver proposed a oneway system around Priory Park, which
was quickly dismissed by the newlyformed Priory Park Preservation Society
as “a horrendous scheme” and by
October, the Council had altered its
plans to ensure the road itself was
outside the park boundary.
When the public consultation on the
scheme closed the following January,
over 25,000 people had responded
objecting to the scheme, while only
sixteen were in favour.
Ignoring their own consultation,
Southend Borough Council pushed
ahead with the scheme at an expected
Massive opposition: Over 250 protesters outside the Civic Centre in February
cost of £3.5m. Then they realised that
they had forgotten to budget for a
second bridge over the railway line and
the figure had to be revised to £9m.

Saxon king discovered
Early in 2004, it was announced that in
archaeological investigations carried
out by the Museum of London during
the previous Autumn, the burial
chamber of a Saxon king had been
discovered. Described by archaeologists
as “the most important find in western
Europe in living memory,” the site
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News from the road protest site

30 months of
Camp Bling!

Stop the road or we will: Protesters outside the Mayoral Ball on 12th May 2007
them making it onto the roof. Chanting
“Stop the road or we will!”, the
protesters left local dignitaries,
including the mayors of a number of
neighbouring boroughs, in no doubt as
to the strength of feeling of local
residents.

Council climb-down
On 20th June, amid talk of “listening to
residents’ views” and “protecting our
heritage” being one of their “key
concerns”, the Council announced a
significant climb-down. Finally realising
that they would never be given £25m to
widen an 800m stretch of road, they cut
the scheme in half. Providing a hastily
sketched diagram, the council press
released a new plan to widen only the
first 400m of Priory Crescent from
Cuckoo Corner at a cost of £10.8m. At
over £25,000 per metre, this would still
be one of the most expensive road
projects in the world and with the loss of
around 50 mature trees, it would have a
significant detrimental effect on the
aesthetics of the northern side of Priory
Park.
Even the Southend Echo, whose
editorial line had always been very proroad scheme, turned against the Council,
describing the new proposal as a “halfcock measure” that “will waste

millions”.

End of the road?
Through Freedom of Information
requests and conversations with the
Department for Transport, PPPS sister
organisation, Parklife, has learned
recently that funding for the road
scheme will not come solely from
national Government. Southend
Borough Council will be expected to
fund up to 25% of the scheme’s costs
themselves as well as having to pay for
the eviction of Camp Bling.
The Council already has serious funding
problems. The major Cliffs slip of 2002
remains unresolved nearly six years
later and the Council doesn’t even have
the money to finish the renovation of the
Pier, which is already underway.
The 25%/£3.5m contribution expected
from the Council for the road scheme is
almost the same amount as the Council’s
entire 2008-9 Transport and
Infrastructure budget, which is for all the
roads in Southend, not just a 400m
stretch.
The Council elections are coming up on
1st May. If you don’t want to see a large
increase in your Council Tax bill next
year, you know what to do: vote for a
candidate who is against the road
scheme.

On the weekend of Sunday 23rd March
2008, Camp Bling celebrated 2½ years
of continued occupation at the king’s
burial site in Southend-on-Sea, Essex,
as part of the ongoing seven year
campaign to stop the controversial
Priory Crescent road widening scheme.
Life at Camp Bling has been very
eventful to date, and we’d like to take
this latest opportunity to thank
everyone who has been involved whether it be through writing letters,
spreading the word, visiting the site, or
making the many donations that have
helped us to get through the first two
summers and three winters!
Support continues to grow, with new
people still joining the campaign via
our website and outreach activities, and
existing feelings being galvanised by
the announcement from Southend
Borough Council (SBC) of revised plans
in June 2007, with the stated intention to
continue in the face of clear and
continued public opposition.
£11.5m is still required to fund the
scheme and crucially SBC will now
have to contribute up to 25% towards
construction costs, in addition to
funding an eviction of the camp and
securing the route - Parklife is currently
attempting to confirm the total cost to
local taxpayers by asking Council
leader Nigel Holdcroft the ‘£3.5m
question.’
Should the Conservative group lose
their majority in the Council chamber in
the local elections in May, then a
commitment from the Liberal
Democrats could see an end to the
scheme by early summer, if a vote to
cancel it is successful.
Meanwhile, the camp remains
committed for the duration, whether
that might mean packing up and
clearing the site as early as this summer,
or digging in for the longer term if
necessary.
Visit us soon, or check out
www.savepriorypark.org for more
details.
Thanks for your support!

For more information, visit the

PPPS Website - http://www.ppps.org.uk

