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Cost of Road
Scheme continues
to sky rocket
As you are probably aware, there has been a huge increase in
the proposed cost of the Priory Crescent scheme. Although
the figure of £27.5 million was mentioned, there now seems
to be a consensus that £21 million is the likely cost. This is
still about 6 times the original cost and more than double the
cost (£9.4m) presented to the Inspector. At the time of the
Public Inquiry, the Council claimed that the road would
show £12m in economic benefit to the town. PPPS
Committee members posed questions concerning the cost,
and other aspects of the scheme, to David Garston at the
Council Meeting of 23/2/06, but all his answers were evasive
and thoroughly unsatisfactory.
The PPPS intends to pursue Councillor Garston for proper
answers instead of the nonsense he trotted out at the Council
meeting. In this respect we have gained an unlikely ally:
Councillor Roger Weaver, who, as portfolio-holder for
Transport was formerly the driving force behind the scheme,
has encouraged us to pursue the Council for their
unsatisfactory (that wasn't the word he used) answers to our
questions.
It is still worth writing to Karen Buck MP (Roads Minister),
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA to complain that
the whole scheme is a complete waste of money, but be
warned: she's not very good at replying.
See PPPS website for details of articles and letters about the
Priory Crescent scheme.

Camp Bling
Visitor Centre
Official Opening:
1pm on 4th March
All are welcome!

Camp Bling
A dozen or more brave souls are camped out on the
Shrubbery, intending to stop the road if at all possible, and of
course the PPPS supports them to the best of its ability.
Please do likewise and feel free to drop in to visit. Contrary
to the rumour that the camp is occupied by “idle hippies”, the
majority of the residents go out to work every day and come
back to camp at night. Just imagine what it would have been
like this weekend just gone, 25 feet above the ground with a
howling easterly gale providing natural ventilation at 0°C.
They are an example to the rest of us.
The official opening of the Camp Bling Visitors' Centre will
take place on Saturday 4th March at 1pm. Please be there to
offer your support.

STANDING GUARD: The Black Knight of Camp Bling

Local Elections
These take place in early May and could be more interesting
than usual. Against a background of swingeing cuts in
services, our fine upstanding Councillors voted themselves a
significant rise in expenses. This was in spite of a motion
proposing that the rise be foregone in order to pay for the
school crossing patrol service, which was defeated 24 votes
to 19. Only one conservative was amongst the 19. The
current Council consists of 31 Conservatives, 9 Labour, 7
Lib dem and 4 Independent Councillors.
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Park Tree removal
In early December the Council saw fit to remove the massive
beech tree which used to be quite close to the Priory building.
This tree was one of the finest specimens in the entire
borough and was probably in excess of 200 years old. Tree
Fella, whose henchmen carried out the work, were very
quick to dispose of the body. This was in contrast to the horse
chestnut felled a couple of days later whose mortal remains
are still there for all to see.
We challenged them over this and we were told that it was a
health and safety issue because the tree was diseased. Our
photographs gave the impression that there was nothing
whatever wrong with the trunk. We lodged complaints with
the SBC Tree Officer, John Hall, who told us that there were
no fewer tha 5 trees to be felled that week. However, whether
in response to our protestations or as a result of Council cuts,
no further trees have been removed. The other three
scheduled for removal are two ash trees, one near the stream
about half way between the children's playground and the
lake; and the other near the football pitches. The final tree on
the list was an old elm tree which has been dead for years and
has almost certainly been a much greater health & safety risk
for all of that time, given that it is above the Council depot!
The Council's tree policy states: “The Council will aim to
encourage, educate and enable a better understanding of the
management of trees, in order to promote greater community
ownership and awareness.” and “The Council will identify
veteran and feature trees and undertake management on an
individual basis.”

Peter Walker met John Hall in order to discuss how situations
like this could be avoided in the future and verbal
agreements were obtained for the following:! the Council would erect a noticeboard to let Park users
know about future works;
! John Hall would provide the PPPS of the Council's data on
the beech tree, which apparently had been monitored for
disease for a number of years.
We kept the pressure on but received nothing until we heard
that John Hall had left for another job! Can the PPPS count
that as a success??

Ruined Wall removal
The “ruined” walls adjacent to the Priory were suddenly
removed a week or so ago. There was no consultation, just no
walls when we turned up on the Monday. Inquiries to Ian
Brown have indicated that the Council removed them
because yobs were using the flint from the walls to use as
missiles directed towards the Priory windows and the
museum staff; and that the “ruins” were made of 20th
century concrete and did not represent the true course of the
underlying foundations. The work was done in the early
1970s under the guidance of a local archaeologist. English
Heritage were informed about these removals and
apparently approved. We are told that the Council have
“ambitions” to have a proper survey carried out.
Nevertheless, none of this detracts from the fact that
Southend Borough Council meddle with our park without
any consultaion or announcment.
Priory Park Preservation Society
PO Box 5818
Southend-on-Sea
Essex
SS1 9EN

Email: chairman@ppps.org.uk

Dear Member,

Agenda

Please accept this letter as notice of the Annual
General Meeting of the Priory Park Preservation Society.
This will be at Temple Sutton Primary School, Eastern
Avenue, on Thursday 25th May beginning at 8pm.

1. Apologies for absence
2. Chairman's report
3. Treasurer's report

Yours sincerely,

Peter Walker
Chairman, PPPS

4. Election of Officers (maximum 10)
a) Chairman
b) Secretary
c) Treasurer
d) Media / Campaign Officer
e) Membership Secretary
f) Ex-officio
5. Any other business

For the latest news, visit the

PPPS Website - http://www.ppps.org.uk

